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Austin Utilities Announces Advancement 
 

AUSTIN, Minn. January 20, 2026 - Austin Utilities today announced the advancement of Derek 
Berndt to Engineering Supervisor.  

“Congratulations to Derek on stepping into the role of Engineering Supervisor,” said Tom 
Dankert, General Manager. “His field experience, vision and leadership combined with the 
support of his staff will help drive our success.” 

Derek joined Austin Utilities in May 2012 as a Light Equipment Operator and transitioned to the 
Engineering Department in 2018 as an Engineering Services Technician. He holds a degree from 
Riverland Community College and has completed specialized training in AutoCAD, various 
locator courses, and has attended a GIS Conference in St. Cloud, MN. 

Outside of work, Derek is deeply involved in the community, coaching Austin Youth Hockey and 

All Stars Baseball. He enjoys snowmobiling in Wyoming and is passionate about sports, including 
hockey, baseball, hunting, and all types of motor sports. 

### 

Austin Utilities is a municipal utility serving approximately 12,300 electric customers, 10,300 
natural gas customers, and 9,000 water customers. Their mission is to offer utility products and 
services in a safe, reliable, and responsible manner in order to enhance the quality of life in our 
community. Austin Utilities' Board of Commissioners are elected by the consumer-owners of 
Austin to represent their best interest. For more information on Austin Utilities visit their 
website at www.austinutilities.com. 
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